
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Peace and Good! 
 

Remove the sandals from your feet,  
for the place where you stand is holy ground. 

I am the God of your fathers,  
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.  [Ex 3:4-5] 

 
You know the scene: this the instruction Moses receives from God on Mt. Horeb at the burning bush. 
Our church, too, is holy ground. First, and most importantly, it demands reverence from us: that is, 
showing honor and respect toward God as the Creator of all things. And, second, showing respect 
for those who come to church and who wish to worship with a full measure of their hearts, minds, 
and souls. 
So how can we “remove our sandals,” walk on to our holy ground, and show the proper reverence 
for our Lord? Let me offer you the following guidelines (please notice I didn’t say “suggestions!”): 

 Dress appropriately for encountering God in His Eucharist and in His Word. Your choice of 
clothing does matter! Avoid jeans, flip-flops, torn clothing, shorts, and t-shirts with 
questionable sayings on them.  

 Arrive on time and don’t leave the church until the end of the closing hymn. An hour at Mass 
every week is a very small investment of your time – don’t cut it short! 

 Show reverence by joining in the prayers, the Mass responses, and if you don’t already do so, 
pick up a hymnal and sing! It’s not about the quality of your voice. It’s about “full, conscious, 
and active participation” in the Eucharist. Don’t limit your contribution to the Mass – speak 
up and sing up! 

 The Mass is a sacred moment. So we are expected to maintain a sacred silence, before, 
during, and after the liturgy. If you’re in the habit of visiting with family and friends after 
Mass in the church, please show respect and consideration to those who wish to pray, and 
move your conversation to the Cafetorium or outside of the church itself.  

None of this is new stuff – it’s been in our Catholic culture from the beginning. Let’s re-claim this 
tradition of reverence and respect for our Lord and for each other and make it our own.  
God bless, 
 
Fr. Luke 

 
 


